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Don’t Panic

Its the final year of high school. You 
have your whole life ahead of you and 
you’ve been told by everyone in any 
form of authority that everything is 
over if you screw this up. 

No pressure. 

The good news is, you will survive this 
and Save My HSC is going to help you 
get the ATAR mark that you deserve. Laid 
out in front of you is your field survival 
guide for tackling Year 12 English and 
covers everything from what’s in the 
syllabus to writing a Band 6 essay and 
staying motivated the whole way through 
your study process. 

This guide isn’t quite enough to help you 
survive the world ending because a race 
of super beaurocratic aliens decided to 
build a space highway through Earth but 
its the next best thing. 

Keep this guide on your iPad, in print and 
everywhere you go because it will Save 
Your HSC.

“You cannot open a book without 
learning something. ”

- Confucius
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Introduction

A one hundred page syllabus document; modules; core 
texts; related texts; area of study and two completely 
different HSC English exams. Success in HSC English 
begins with understanding exactly what this course is about, 
what is expected of students and more importantly, what 
the marker is looking for in your essays, creative pieces and 
comprehension responses. 

English remains the only compulsory subject in the HSC and is 
the only subject that must be used in the calculation of your ATAR. 
Your performance in English will count for 1/5th of your final ATAR, 
meaning it is in your best interest to know this course inside out. 

The Syllabus

The best place to start is with the syllabus. Syllabus is just a fancy 
word the Board of Studies uses to scare students, but essentially 
it is a document that outlines exactly what you can be tested on, 
what you need to know and the reasons why you have to study the 
various topics that you do. The first ten pages are simply the Board 
of Studies explaining to the outside world what was going through 
their heads when they designed the course. The most relevant 
things students can take from these first few pages is that the course 
is designed to challenge students to investigate the function of the 
English language in our world and the interrelationship between the 
modes of reading, viewing, listening, speaking, representing. Put 
simply, every question you will be asked in a HSC English exam 
is asked because of its relationship to these overarching aims and 
ideas behind the course. The most relevant parts of the syllabus 
for students are those about the course requirements and content. 
There are a lot of other pages which detail rationales, objectives and 
outcomes, but again, these are all the Board of Studies reminding us 
how good they are at their job of designing a course to match their 
aims and expectations of students when they graduate with a HSC! 

A good idea is to print out the pages about course requirements, 
and the course content for the electives you are studying. Ensure 
you become familiar with each of these pages as they are your 
guide to what the Board of Studies wants you to learn, and thus 
what they will be looking to test you on in the HSC exam. Although 
this may sound like a simple step that could easily be skipped, it 
will show in your essay when your answer reflects everything the 
syllabus wanted you to learn and achieve by studying English. The 
syllabus tells us that for both HSC Standard and Advanced English, 
it is expected students will study the Area of Study, which comprises 
40% of the course, and electives or modules, which comprise 60% 
of the course.

Area of Study

The area of study is common to HSC ESL, Standard and Advanced 
English. From the 2009 HSC onwards, the area of study has been 
belonging. The aim of this study is to inquire into a particular concept 
in depth; to understand the essence of this concept through the 
way it is represented and commented on in texts and all aspects of 
existence. The focus is not on the texts, but more the way that texts 
shape our understanding of the concept and more broadly, the way 
we live and interact as a society and as individual human beings. 
That all sounds a little philosophical for HSC English, but this is what 
the Board of Studies tells us underpins the area of study as a whole 
and unfortunately what they say goes.

“The focus is not on the texts, but 
more the way that texts shape our 
understanding of the concept.”

What you need to remember about the Area of Study is that you 
are not being tested on how well you know your texts or how many 
definitions of belonging you can recite from memory, but rather the 
relationship between the texts and the definitions and characteristics 
of belonging that come from investigating and understanding these 
texts. As the names suggests, you are studying an area or concept, 
which until further notice is belonging. 

The aim of the area of study is to get you to understand belonging 
through the way it is represented in texts. Throughout this study you 
will inevitably get sick of this word and its various meanings and 
manifestations, but you will need to push through with the knowledge 
that as soon as you put down your pen after English paper one you 
will never need to think about belonging in such depth ever again.

Each student will have to study ONE text in depth from the list of 
prescribed texts that the Board of Studies has chosen for their 
connections to the concept of belonging. In addition, you will need to 
find your own texts, which are called related texts that somehow link 
to the concept of belonging and you will need to know these texts 
in depth and be able to write about how they have helped you to 
understand the concept of belonging.

More about the area of study can be found in later posts, but for now, 
know that this will comprise 40% of your study and is so important that 
it gets its own two hour exam paper. Every person in the state who 
is doing the HSC will sit the same paper about the area of study, so 
if you are going to do well in HSC English, you will need to know the 
area of study inside out.

About HSC 
English

Everything You Need 
to Know 
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Modules and Electives

This is where HSC ESL, Standard and Advanced English diverge. 
Each of these courses have their own modules, otherwise known 
as units of study, and electives within these modules. Each student 
will study ONE elective from each module, with the modules 
conveniently named A, B and C to avoid confusion. Just like the area 
of study, each module has its own rationale, underpinning ideas and 
focus which students must understand in order to best respond to 
the separate exam question that is provided for each module.

Each module contributes to 20% of your final mark for English and 
will be tested with one question in your paper two English exam. 
Module A, B and C (For standard and advanced English) are all 
vastly different and require students to challenge themselves in 
different ways so it is important to know how to approach and 
prepare for each one. You will all hear the horror stories of students 
that got zero for answering the wrong question so do yourself a 
favour and become familiar with the exact name of the module, 
elective and texts you are studying.

The modules and electives for ESL English:

Module A; Experience through Language

 Elective 1: Australian Voices

 Elective 2: Australian Visions

Module B: Texts and Society

 Elective 1: Living and Working in the Community

 Elective 2: Academic English

The modules and electives for Standard English:

Module A: Experience through Language

 Elective 1: Distinctive Voices

 Elective 2: Distinctly Visual

Module B: Close Study of Text

Module C: Texts and Society

 Elective 1: The Global Village

 Elective 2: Into the World

“Do yourself a favour 
and become familiar 

with the exact name of 
the module, elective and 
texts you are studying.”

“Syllabus is just a fancy word the Board of 
Studies uses to scare students”
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Assessments

Exams

Each school will conduct assessments differently; however there are 
some prescriptions from the syllabus which regulate how students 
can be assessed.For both standard and advanced English, listening, 
speaking, and viewing/representing assessments will account for 
15% each of your total assessment. This means you may have a 
listening task, a speaking task and a viewing and representing task 
throughout the year that will be worth 15% each. Reading is worth 
25% of your total assessment, and writing 30%. This means that 
50% of your assessment will be either reading comprehension or 
writing tasks, so you will need to spend some time refining these 
skills. Additionally, the HSC Exam directly targets only the reading 
and writing components, so if you struggle in these areas it will be 
beneficial to practice reading and writing tasks as often as you can 
before the HSC.

The modules and electives for Advanced English:

Module A: Comparative Study of Texts and Context

 Elective 1: Exploring Connections

 Elective 2: Texts in Time

 Module B: Critical Study of Texts

 Module C: Representation and Text

 Elective 1: Conflicting Perspectives

 Elective 2: History and Memory

For each of these modules/electives there are a range of texts 
known as prescribed texts which the Board of Studies requires 
students to study. Each student will study ONE prescribed text and 
depending on the module/elective, they may also be required to 
study and be able to include related texts in their responses. 

Yes you read that correctly, not only is English compulsory but it 
also is allowed to put you through the agony of two exams. Each 
exam tests different things so make sure you are prepared for the 
right exam on the right day! The Board of Studies is a very creative 
bunch, so the two exams are called paper one and paper two.

Paper One:

This is designed to test your knowledge about the Area of Study. It is 
made up of three sections, all worth 15 marks

Section One:

You will be given a selection of texts/excerpts from texts related to 
the concept of belonging and will be required to answer a number of 
short answer questions about these texts and how they enrich your 
understanding of belonging. 

This section is essentially a comprehension; you will be given texts 
and will be required to comprehend and interpret them and how they 
reveal information about belonging.
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Section Two:

This is the creative writing section. You will be given a stimulus or 
brief and will have to compose your own imaginative text that draws 
on the stimulus and demonstrates what you have learnt about 
belonging, its importance and what it means in various contexts.

Section Three:

The dreaded essay. You will be given a statement about belonging 
and be asked to discuss it, or be given a direct question which asks 
you about some aspect of belonging. You will need to respond to this 
in an essay form, drawing on your prescribed text and possibly one 
or two related texts to  support your arguments about belonging.

“Time management in exams is 

   not a natural skill”

Paper Two:

This paper will test your knowledge about each of the modules. It is 
IMPERATIVE that you answer the correct question that corresponds 
with the texts/electives you have studied.

There will be one question for each elective, and each question is 
worth 20 marks. As a general rule, you will be required to write an 
essay response to each question, however, be warned that there is 
nothing in the syllabus that says you cannot be asked to write some 
other text type such as a speech, so be prepared!

You should also note that each exam goes for 2 hours, meaning you 
will have only 40 minutes to plan, write and edit each question you 
answer. Time management in exams is not a natural skill, so it is 
best to practice and seek advice on how to best compose clear and 
concise exam responses in the limited time available.

“Each exam tests different things so 
make sure you are prepared for the right 

exam on the right day”

Create time pressures 
when writing practice 

essays. Memory retention 
is higher when you replicate 

conditions. 

HOT  TIP
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The Board of Studies tells us that “the Area of 
Study requires students to explore the ways in 

which the concept of belonging is represented in 
and through texts.”  Simple enough, yes?

Surviving Paper 
One: 

Belonging
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Area of Study

Related Texts

Not quite. Anyone who has ever gone through the 
excruciatingly painful procedure of studying one concept 
for just shy of half the English course will testify that this 
is a tough ask. Do not be fooled into thinking this will be 
easy just because the entire state, regardless of whether 
they are studying Advanced, Standard or ESL English, 
will sit the same exam. You will have to have a thorough 
understanding of the concept of belonging as well as a 
range of texts in order to succeed.

The basic idea behind making students undertake an area of study is 
to ensure they understand how texts, through their language and or 
visual forms and features, come to influence the way we understand 
and respond to the world around us. This sounds quite pretentious but 
when you think about it, it makes sense. We come to know the world 
and meaning within it through what we see, read, watch, and listen to, 
and we create meaning through our words, writing, visual works and 
actions. The area of study just narrows this phenomenon down to one 
concept so that students can understand the deep connection between 
texts and the world they are composed and responded to in. Basically, 
the board of studies wants you to understand that texts come to 
represent, and at the same time create everything that we know about a 
particular concept.

As part of the area of study, you are expected to study belonging and 
non-belonging as concepts, one prescribed text and a range of related 
texts. Understanding the concepts is essential—the texts you study will 
only be relevant to one out of three questions in the exam. You need 
to develop your own understanding of what it means to belong or not 
belong, barriers to belonging and outcomes of belonging, to name a 
few ideas. (More on belonging later). It is not simply a case of giving 
dictionary definitions. No marker will be sympathetic to those that list 
definitions without demonstrating their own unique understanding of the 
concept, but they will appreciate evidence of your personal experiences 
and encounters with the concept. 

If you take anything from this article, PLEASE remember that it is a 
concept study, NOT a text study, and the texts will always be secondary 
to the things you learn about belonging and non-belonging. You will 
have to compose your own creative piece that embodies what you have 
learnt about belonging, as well as write about how texts you have never 
seen represent and shape your understanding of belonging BEFORE 

you even start writing about your prescribed and related texts. 
It is inevitable that you will come to hate the words area of study, belonging and 
non-belonging. But take solace in the fact that if you truly understand what is 
required from you in the area of study and can show this, you will succeed in 
HSC English. More importantly, think of how awesome all that hate is going to 
make the note burning session at the end of the HSC.

Unfortunately, choosing a related text is not as easy as picking your favourite 
movie and somehow drawing abstract links to belonging. The aim of this post 
is to demonstrate the importance of picking solid related texts, and suggesting a 
large range of texts you could easily read/watch/listen to and use as related texts 
for the area of study.

Section three of paper one is the only time you will ever have to use your 
related texts. A quick re-cap, this section requires you to compose an extended 
response (essay) that discusses different ideas, perceptions, assumptions, 
consequences and/or indicators of belonging and how the texts you have 
studied have broadened your knowledge about belonging. Integrated responses, 
i.e, where each paragraph discusses ideas about belonging and how they are 
represented in each of your texts, are preferable to linear responses, where each 
paragraph just talks about one text and how that texts represents belonging. 
This means that it is important to choose texts that have solid links to your 
prescribed texts.

“Understanding the concepts is essential”
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Do’s & Dont’s for Choosing 
Related Texts

Don’t
Do NOT choose a text that is the same text type as your prescribed 
text (e.g. if you are studying As You Like It, do NOT choose another 
play)

Do NOT choose another text that appears anywhere on the list of 
prescribed texts for HSC standard and advanced English. Markers do 
not look favourably on this because it shows a lack of initiative in finding 
texts on your part. 

Do NOT choose something so 
simplistic that it doesn’t allow you to 
analyse the concept of belonging in 
depth. This means steer clear of song 
lyrics where possible, and only use 
picture books that communicate ideas 
about belonging in a sophisticated way

Do NOT use a text that you haven’t 
actually read/watched. It is fine to use 
obscure texts that your marker may 
not have heard of, but if you are going 
to construct a believable response 
you must use a text you know in depth 
as opposed to a text you have a few 
quotes and techniques from

Do
Do use a text that communicates at least a few ideas about belonging 
that are similar to those represented in your prescribed text. This will 
make integrating your responses easier

Do use a text that also may have contrasting ideas about belonging or 
represent the same idea in different ways. This will allow for meaningful 
discussion about the different aspects of belonging and the varying 
ways they are represented

Do use a text that is allows you to 
analyse contrasting techniques to your 
prescribed text-e.g. if you are studying 
poetry for your prescribed text, use a 
film for your related so you can also 
show off your knowledge of visual 
techniques and how they communicate 
ideas about belonging.

Do go searching for good texts that 
may be a little out of the ordinary. 
A foreign film, an anthology of 
lesser-known poetry or a play are all 
good examples of texts that could 
communicate very interesting and 
different ideas about the concept of 
belonging you can discuss in your 
essay.

“Use a text that allows you to analyse contrasting 
techniques to your prescribed text.” 
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Sample Thesis Statements

Still have no idea what a thesis statement is? Take inspiration from 
these….

All of these thesis statements can be used as starting points for 
arguments about belonging!

Experience

• Our life experiences teach us that when we stop trying to belong 
we realise that we have always belonged

• We search for a place to belong, not realising that it is our 
perceptions and attitudes, not the place that allow us to belong

Notions of identity

• When our cultural identity is marginalised, we can feel dislocated 
and displaced, and believe that we do not belong to our culture or 
the dominant culture.

• Our search for who we are is fuelled by a need to find a place in 
the world where we belong

• A sense of belonging comes from a sense of identity

Relationships

• The need to belong to a group or a community shapes our 
behaviour, attitudes and actions

• An individual has the potential to damage relationships and ensure 
that others do not belong

• When humanity experiences a strong connection to a place, the 
notion of belonging is strengthened and enriched

• When our relationship with a place is shaped by a narrow 
and biased view of the world, our notion of belonging can be 
questionable

Acceptance

• The basic human need to be accepted and belong can cloud our 
judgments and direct our actions

 Understanding

• When we begin to understand the forces that drive us to belong, 
we develop empathy for others and personal insight

McPherson, D and Sherlock, J et al, 2010, Oxford HSC English, Oxford 
University Press, South Melbourne.

Connections

• A sense of belonging can emerge from the connections made with 
people, places and the larger world. It is these connections that 
influence where we search for meaning in our lives and ultimately, 
where we belong

• We belong when we feel connected to others and the world

Inner Belonging

• Belonging comes from within rather than without
• An inner sense of connection leads to an external sense of 

belonging
• Feeling connected to the world is an inner experience
• The desire to belong is a driving force within us
• A sense of belonging begins instinsically and spreads out into the 

world
• We cannot belong until we understand ourselves-An inner sense 

of balance allows the individual to belong harmoniously in the 
world
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Sample Essay

Due to the complex and abstract nature of the concept of belonging, 
a true sense of belonging can be found in different circumstances 
for different people. As each individual has their own desires, 
needs and values, they find their place in the world and a genuine 
sense of belonging in various avenues. Many individuals find the 
strongest sense of belonging through relationships, due to the fact 
that by nature these connections fulfill the human need for social 
interaction and enrich the lives of the persons involved. Conversely, 
relationships which do not fit the conventional model of this kind 
of connection and thus result in negative outcomes for individuals 
can ultimately lead to a true sense of not belonging and its related 
notions of isolation and disaffection. Instead, these individuals may 
attain the same sense that they truly belong outside relationships, 
though their connections to other ideas such as place and culture, 
or within themselves. Shakespeare’s As You Like It and Khyenstse 
Norbu’s Travellers and Magicains are two texts in which an 
exploration of belonging and its different meanings for individuals 
ultimately leads to a deeper understanding of the complexity of the 
concept of belonging and thus that individuals can find a true sense 
of belonging in a great range of places, not limited to relationships.

Relationships by nature embody ideas of a connection on a 
psychological level between two people which can fulfill other 
fundamental human needs such as the need for social interaction, 
and thus can result in the individuals involved attaining a true 
sense of belonging.  When individuals find meaning and purpose in 
connections with other people, as they often do in relationships, the 
need to belong is fulfilled in the greatest sense as the individuals life 
is enriched by the positive outcomes for their self esteem, security 
and stability. This idea can be seen in the relationship between 
Adam and Orlando set up by Shakespeare in As You Like It. Adam 
promises that he will “follow thee to the last gasp with truth and 
loyalty” when Orlando decides to go to the forest. By changing the 
rhyme scheme for Adam’s declaration of commitment to Orlando, 
Shakespeare effectively emphasizes the lack of superficiality that 
exists in this relationship as opposed to other relationships he 
sets up in the play. In their relationship, Orlando finds purpose 
and stability in his life, knowing he has another person who will 
always look out for him, just as Adam finds purpose knowing he 
will always be in the company of Orlando, seen where he states 
“Fortune cannot recompense me better than to die well and not 

my master’s debtor.” Through this, Shakespeare communicates 
that in relationships which are built on trust, loyalty or other solid 
connections between people, individuals can find meaning, stability, 
purpose and thus a true sense that they belong. In Travellers and 
Magicians Norbu inquires into similar ideas which support the value 
of relationships in the search for a true sense of belonging. In the 
relationship between Tashi and Deki, Norbu communicates the idea 
of their deeper connection on all levels through quickly alternating 
close ups between the expressive eyes of Deki and Tashi, which 
create the idea that their souls and desires are connecting as 
their eyes remain fixed on one another. The couple is also often 
presented on equal terms embracing each other, caring and showing 
affection through mid shots. Their connection leads Tashi to exclaim 
“If I never left this place, and died right here with you, I would not 
die unhappy.” Norbu thus effectively supports the idea that meaning 
and purpose can be found in real connections with others, and that 
consequently individuals can find the strongest sense of belonging 
in relationships such as these. Through this relationship, he also 
inquires further into the reasons why relationships can lead to a 
individual feeling that they truly belong. By suggesting that the 
positive outcomes which the human psyche correlates with attaining 
a sense of belonging, such as understanding, stability and care 
manifest themselves in relationships, Norbu advocates and supports 
the almost inextricable link between belonging and relationships.

Whilst there may be an almost inextricable link between belonging 
and relationships, not all relationships ultimately lead to individuals 
finding a genuine sense of belonging which manifests itself in 
positive outcomes for their lives. Some relationships can be driven 
by the quest to maintain control, have power and maintain authority 
over others or by the decisively one sided benefits to one of the 
individuals involved. In these relationships, it is more likely that 
individuals find themselves not belonging, isolated and disaffected 
rather than finding a true sense of belonging. This idea is expanded 
on by Norbu in Travellers and Magicians. The relationship between 
Deki and Agay is characterized by Agay’s domination of his young 
and beautiful wife. This is emphasized through low shots which place 
the vertically challenged Agay in a position of power over Deki and 
his statement to Tashi that he makes her live in the isolated hut with 
him because “We may grow old, but our jealousy stays young.” Deki 
is thus presented by Norbu as isolated in her relationship; she does 
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not feel the strong connection with Agay that conventional notions 
of being in the marriage relationship would suggest. Thus through 
the negative consequences for Deki of being in a relationship with 
Tashi, and her strong sense of isolation and the feeling she does 
not truly belong, Norbu communicates the idea that relationships 
are not always central for individuals trying to find a true sense of 
belonging. Shakespeare through the representation of a relationship 
in which love is unrequited similarly challenges the connection 
between relationships and a true sense of belonging. Whilst Phoebe 
ends up marrying Silvius, there is a lot of ambiguity in whether she 
truly loves him and thus has attained a genuine sense of belonging 
in this relationship. When they marry, all Phoebe comments is “I will 
not eat my word now thou art mine Thy faith and my fancy to thee 
doth combine.” A rhyming couplet draws emphasis to this section 
of the play, where it is not resolved whether Phoebe truly commits 
her whole self into this relationship, and thus whether Silvius will 
experience the positive outcomes of the relationship he has desired 
throughout the play. In this ambiguity, Shakespeare supports the 
notion that individuals do not always find the greatest sense that they 
belong in relationships, especially relationships which are unequal 
and result in negative outcomes for individuals.

 Individuals can find a true sense of belonging outside the confines of 
a relationship in connections to ideas such as culture, place or even 
within themselves. As each individual is intrinsically different, so are 
the ways in which they fulfill the fundamental human need to belong.  
Norbu presents the ideas that individuals can find contentment and 
fulfill the need to belong through connection to traditional culture and 
village life. In the first scene, a series of  quickly changing mid shots 
show the activities of daily life in their rural setting. The villagers all 
wear traditional Gho’s and shrieks of joy emphasized through an 
echo when practicing archery suggest they are content with these 
repetitive activities. Essentially, they conform to the expectations of 
their traditional culture and life and find a true sense of belonging 
and fulfillment in this connection. Norbu thus demonstrates in this 
connection that a true sense of belonging and its positive outcomes 
can be found outside relationships. Duke Senior in As You Like It, 
can similarly be described as finding a genuine sense of belonging 
and contentment with his place and environment, the Forest of 
Arden. He asks Amiens and the audience “Are not these woods 
More free from peril than the envious court?” In the use of the words 

“free from peril,” Shakespeare suggests that in this place Duke 
Senior feels comfortable, content and untroubled and thus has 
developed a true sense of belonging with this place. The character 
of Jacques also finds an inner contentment within his meaningless 
existence.. At the end of the play, Jacques states “I am for other than 
for dancing measures” and retires to Duke Senior’s “abandoned 
cave.” He deliberately chooses not to belong in relationships with 
his comrades, instead he finds his own sense of contentment within 
himself, and thus Shakespeare demonstrates that a true sense of 
belonging can be found within an individual.

The complexity of the concept of belonging often means that 
individuals find belonging in different places to other individuals. 
Whilst many individuals can attain a true sense of belonging in 
relationships, due to the nature of these connections and the positive 
outcomes they have for individuals, there are some relationships 
in which individuals experience the opposite from truly belonging. 
Furthermore, there are many circumstances outside the confines 
of relationships in which individuals can attain a genuine sense of 
belonging, including culture, place and within themselves. Analysis 
of a range of texts including As You Like It and Travellers and 
Magicians inquire into these ideas and foster an appreciation for 
the need to consider different circumstances and individuals before 
making assumptions about the multifaceted concept of belonging. 
Ultimately, relationships are often the connections in which 
individuals find the truest sense that they belong, but the fulfillment 
of the fundamental need to belong is not strictly limited to the 
confines of a relationship.

“Smooth Seas never made a skillful sailor.”          
                    - English Proverb 

“Develop a passion for learning. If you 
do, you will never cease to grow.”

- Anthony J. D’Angelo 
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There is no other way to describe Paper One, Section Two but 
as the bane of every HSC student’s existence. Yes, this section 
requires you to compose an imaginative text that demonstrates 
what you have learnt about belonging and/or non-belonging. It is 
essentially a living hell, but don’t be disheartened. Use the ten tips in 
this guide to help you prepare and compose a response that doesn’t 
sound suspiciously like Mean Girls or another popular film or book 
your marker would be aware of.

One: Write What You Know

Use the experiences you have had, the people you know, events 
you have been to or things you have observed as your starting point. 
Good writers use the emotions they have felt or ways they have 
responded or reacted to different situations as the basis for their 
writing. This is not suggesting that you write a story about a year 
12 student who doesn’t belong because that is what you know, but 
rather that you use the emotions that student might have felt or the 
responses that student might have and transfer them to a different 
context or exotic setting, such as a remote tribal village or a time in 
the past.

Two: Make it believable

If you are writing from the perspective of a middle aged man, 
they are not going to be saying like, totally, awesome, omg, lol or 
any other derivative of those words. The events and the way the 
characters behave and respond to events must be believable given 
the context you are writing in. If you plan to write about some remote 
tribe or time from the past, do a little bit of background research so 
that if the question in your HSC exam allows you to use this story, 
you at least know about the context and what things could occur/
how people would behave in this context.

Creative Writing: Paper One 
Section Two

Three: Get creative with your form

Unless the question specifically states that you have to write a short 
story/narrative, you do not have to write a narrative. Many students 
may find it easier to write a narrative as they would have practiced 
these and are familiar with the structure, however, writing in another 
form such as diary entries or a letter can really make you stand out 
from the crowd. For the conventions and features of diary entries, 
letters, feature articles, conversations, speeches and drama scripts 
click here to go to through to the resources page.

Four: Avoid clichés

The marker would have read a million stories about school students 
who struggle because they are bullied and don’t belong by the time 
they get to yours. You spend 40% of your English course learning 
about belonging, so you should be able to come up with more 
creative and insightful ideas about belonging to write about. Don’t 
just copy a film or book you have watched/read and change a few 
details-try and use your imagination and use the common feelings 
that arise when you belong or don’t belong to write something 
original.

Five: Don’t make it blatantly obvious you are writing 
about belonging

The markers comments always say that the best responses are ones 
which don’t automatically scream belonging. Explore the concept 
implicitly through relationships between people and other people or 
places and other ideas such as culture and identity. Avoid statements 
such as “I felt I belonged” or “I hated not belonging” and try instead 
to use other words that communicate these ideas e.g “I felt safe, like 
nothing could bring me down” or “I was sick of feeling isolated and 
like nobody in the group wanted to let me in.” In the planning stage, 
set out which aspects of belonging you are going to explore and how 
you will make these implicit throughout your response.

“This section requires you to compose an 
imaginative text that demonstrates what you 

have learnt about belonging”
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Six: If you write a classic narrative, structure it well

If you choose to write a narrative, write it properly. Think about 
WHO, WHERE, WHEN, WHAT, WHY, HOW to develop your 
storyline. Begin with your orientation-introduce the characters and 
setting and the details of the back story required to understand 
where your story is going. Introduce a complication-give your story 
momentum by introducing a problem/conflict into the story. Reach 
a climax-build tension in your story up to a point where everything 
seems to come together. End with a resolution-tie up the loose ends 
of the story and end with a reflection on the course that events took. 
The lesson to take out of this kind of structure is that every story 
needs tension and needs to follow a path that will keep the reader 
interested.

Seven: Try to write a complex narrative, and if you do, 
write it well

Complex narratives are narratives that try and mix it up a bit by 
varying the structure. They may start at the end and then tell 
the story backwards, or may introduce different perspectives so 
the same story ends up being told through the eyes of different 
people. If done well, these can show your ability to write creatively 
and think about the varied ways the concept of belonging can be 
represented. However, these are often hard to do. Ensure that your 
marker will not be confused by making clear distinctions between 
the perspectives, or by giving enough detail so the marker knows 
you are starting your story at the end. The easiest way to distinguish 
perspectives is by an asterik (*) in the space between the separate 
paragraphs that contain the two different perspectives. A line such 
as “To understand where I am now, you have to understand where I 
have been” or similar line will clearly suggest you will tell the story of 
how you got to the end. Experimenting with narrative structure can 
really pay off if you do it well, so write a practice story and see if this 
technique works for you.

Eight: Have some ideas before the exam, but use the 
stimulus

The stimulus is there for a reason! The Board of Studies does not 
want you to prepare the best narrative or letter or set of diary entries 
and simply throw it up word for word on the page in your exam. 
They want you to respond imaginatively to the task they give you in 
your time frame of 40 minutes. It means that you have to be willing 
to adapt and change your ideas depending on the stimulus they 
give you in the exam. Go into the exams with possible ideas about 
belonging and its consequences for individuals and society and 
different settings and contexts where you could explore these ideas. 

Nine: Get the technical elements right

Choose first to write in 1st, 2nd or 3rd person. Stick with the one 
narrative point of view throughout your story-otherwise you may 
confuse the marker. Grammar counts. Use complete sentences, 
the right tense and make sure your writing makes sense. Use the 
correct punctuation-full stops and commas never hurt anyone. Use 
paragraphs-the marker does not want to see one continuous body 
of words. Use literary devices to enhance your writing. Include 
descriptive language, lots of adjectives (describing words), similes, 
metaphors, imagery e.t.c to represent ideas about belonging.  Make 
sure you properly describe your setting and characters so the marker 
understands the context of the story and the people it is about

Ten: Do not be afraid to be creative and maintain a 
distinct voice

This section begs you to think outside the box and write the most 
outlandishly believable response you possibly can. Write about 
something out of the ordinary and apply your personal experiences 
to new and exciting contexts. Maintaining a distinct voice just means 
writing convincingly from a particular perspective. Pick a point of 
view and express in every part of the creative piece you compose.
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ESSAY PREPARATION 

GUIDE
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Introduction

The first thing the marker reads (obviously) is your introduction, and thus a 
solid introduction can engage the marker and make them actually want to read 
your essay. The other advantage of a decent introduction is that if for some 
reason you don’t get to finish your essay, the marker will at least know what you 
intended to talk about, and can give you some credit for being on the right track. 
It will definitely improve your mark overall if you can indicate that you know 
what you are talking about and what you would say if you had time in your 
introduction. This is not to say you should waste your time writing a perfect page 
long introduction, but rather that the introduction is important so don’t spoil your 
chances of getting a good mark by not introducing your essay properly!

A good introduction will always:

a) Start with a thesis that DIRECTLY RESPONDS TO THE QUESTION. 
You have 40 minutes to write an essay so there is no time to start with 
philosophical musings about the topic or write random things you happen 
to remember about the module you are writing about

What is a thesis?

A thesis is just a fancy word for an argument or overall point of view. Your 
opening thesis statement basically needs to state an argument that you will 
develop and provide evidence for throughout your essay. There is no need for 
this to be complex, but better essays generally will have a thesis that responds to 
the question without using the exact wording of the question. For example:

“ Relationships are essential to finding a true 

sense of belonging” - Discuss

An A-grade thesis would be something that indicates your personal response 
to the question. Remember that you do not have to agree with the statement, 
you can disagree or you can be really tricky and agree and disagree with the 
question. Better essays are always those that can argue and counter argue. Refer 
to later posts for advice on how to do this.

Sample thesis:

The complex nature of the concept of belonging means that a true sense of 
belonging can be found in different circumstances for different people, however, 
many individuals find their strongest sense of belonging within relationships.

This is a good thesis because it:

• Shows you know something about the concept of belonging
• Refers to the question without using all the exact words
• Is broad enough to allow you to develop good arguments, and then 

counterarguments
• Uses definitive words such as “means” and “find” instead of using words 

such as may. This makes it sound argumentative, which is a good thing as 
the purpose of an essay is to argue.

However, writing a thesis such as the one above will not come naturally to a lot 
of students. For these students who find it difficult to develop thesis statements, 
the best route is to take words out of the question. This will show the marker 
that you have understood the question and know what you need to write about 
in order to answer this question.

In order to truly belong, people need relationships with other people and places.

This is also a good thesis because:

• It is a direct response to the question
• It is broad enough to allow you to develop an argument
• It demonstrates that you have understood the question-the word 

“essential” basically means something that you need or must have.

When writing a thesis, remember that it has to be an argument, but also 
that you must be able to support this argument with evidence in your body 
paragraphs. There is no formula for writing a perfect thesis as every question 
is different, but if you keep in mind that the above points and practice, writing 
theses will hopefully become a lot easier!

b) A good introduction will have at least one sentence that expands on the 
thesis.

TOP SECRET
How To Write a Band Six Essay
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Body

This will help you to show you know what you will be talking about in the essay 
and hopefully make the point you are trying to prove by writing this essay a 
little clearer to the marker.

c) Name the texts and composers that will be referred to throughout the 
essay

Names of texts should be Underlined. How exactly you name the texts and 
authors really depends on the module, so see the specific blog post for each of 
these!

d) Outline the points you will be making in the essay

To fulfil its purpose, the introduction must give a proper overview of the 
arguments you will be making. There is no need for excessive detail here, 
just state the general arguments you will be making in one long or two short 
sentences if necessary. See the sample introduction and each module’s essay 
writing blog post for further guidance on how to outline arguments in the 
introduction.

Now you know how to introduce your essay, and the fact that paragraphs are 
important, its time to learn what to actually put into each paragraph. Every year, 
the most common criticism from the marking centre is that students do not 
integrate their responses. 

Their complaint is that instead of structuring their essays by ideas, students 
write an introduction, write a paragraph on each of their texts and write a 
conclusion at the end. Integrated responses are no mean feat, as you must try 
and come up with arguments that you can support with evidence from all of 
your texts. However, attempting to integrate is better than not integrating at 
all, so use the advice below to give it a try, write a practice essay and see how it 
works.

The first sentence will contain the point or argument that you intend to make 
in the paragraph-essentially you make a thesis statement that you can back 
up using examples in this paragraph. Like the overall thesis statement for the 
essay, this sentence needs to contain an argument that helps you to show you 
have understood and responded to the question posed. Developing these topic 
sentences/thesis statements is often difficult, so further guidance on how to do 
this is provided in later posts.

The next sentence/few sentences will explain in greater detail the point you are 
making and how it relates to the question. This is where you are expected to 
expand on your topic sentence and thus develop the argument you are trying 
to make. Again, most students will find this difficult, so it is covered in detail 
in later posts. However, including this explanation of the thesis statement and 
doing it well is often what separates an A or B from a C, so remember to do it 
and learn to do it well!

Once you have set up your argument, it is time to prove it. This is where you 
draw in examples from your texts to support the statement you have made. 
How exactly you word these next few sentences depends on the modules, 
but in general it’s best to start with a statement that says something like “This 
is evident in (text A) where —-“ and then you describe the example before 
giving quotes and/or techniques to support this. There is no golden number of 
examples you will need to give to support your thesis statement-it is sometimes 
better to have one completely relevant example rather than three not-so relevant 
ones.

The final sentence of your perfect body paragraph will sum up what you have 
said but most importantly, link it all back to the question. This sentence is again 
one of the things that distinguishes an A or B from a C as it shows you are 
trying to maintain your line of argument and respond directly to the question.

There are a lot of different acronyms people use to help them remember what is 
needed in each paragraph-the following are the three most common ones given 
to students. Use them at your own discretion.

PEEL

P = Point you are making in the paragraph (topic sentence/thesis)
E = Explanation of the topic sentence/thesis
E = Evidence/Examples to support your point
L = Link your argument back to thesis

SEXY
S = State your point
E = Explain your point
X = Give examples to support your point
Y = Y? Why did you include this point-link back to the thesis

PIE
P = Point you are making in the paragraph
I = Illustrations – evidence from texts to illustrate your point
E = Evaluation of the evidence and its relevance to your point/the question

Have something you’d like to see in this guide? 
Email: info@savemyhsc.com.au
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Conclusion

This method of writing body paragraphs is not limited to English-it can be used 
in a range of essay subjects including Modern and Ancient History, Studies of 
Religion and Geography.

Finally in regards to body paragraphs, one of the most common question 
students have is how many points they should make in their essays. The 
standard response to this question from teachers is “how long is a piece of 
string?” or equivalent smart-ass remark. Unfortunately, it’s true that there’s 
no definitive answer-it depends on how in-depth your arguments are, which 
module you are writing for and how many solid arguments you can construct 
in the given amount of time. 

Even if you are running out of time and can’t write a proper conclusion, at least 
try to give one concluding sentence. The conclusion is one place you can be 
brief without being penalised severely. Nevertheless, sum up your argument and 
conclude well.

In your conclusion you need to:

• Restate your thesis without restating your thesis

You need to draw your essay back to its overall thesis, but better essays will 
always find a different way to say their original thesis.

• Summarise the points you have talked about in the essay

You only need to highlight the points you have already made-do not introduce 
any new ideas or evidence!

• Restate the texts that have provided examples that prove 
your thesis

This is the step you can cut out if pushed for time. A good idea would be to have 
a sentence after your restated thesis that says something like “This is evident in 
(author name)’s (text’s name).

• End with a final remark about the topic

www.savemyhsc.com.au

Again, if pushed for time you can leave this out. However, this final remark 
is really the essence of conclusion-it sums up your arguments and thoughts 
about the topic. This is where you throw in references to the syllabus and what 
the module requires of you to prove you have made connections between the 
syllabus and the texts and ideas you have studied. This is probably the most 
difficult part of the conclusion as you need to make a statement which somehow 
encompasses the relevance and importance of the topics you have talked about 
in the essay to our understanding of the world in general. How intense.

YOU DID IT

You’ve made it through this guide - Time to take 

it out there and use it to SAVE YOUR HSC!

For More Guides & Free Stuff Visit
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